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AppL No: lWo2e.897 . 

Amendment and Response dated June 6, 2605 

Reply to Offi<* Action of March 3. 2005 

Aimndmrats to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

luting of Claims: 

Claims 1-6 (cancelled) 

Claim 7 (cutrectly amended): =Bie4trterioekmg attaehmfrdywem nfilalmtf. An interlocking 
attaching system for removably securing an accessory object to a substrate object, the system 
comprising: 

a one piece molded substrate adapter in cluding a generally flat base having a bottom side for 
S affixing to the fiiihatrate object and a top side having a plurality of raised [ regions 

formed thereon at spaced apart locations disposed alone a first mainaxis. tr^raised 
re gions having slots form ed therein defining a ^ fet plm^litv of passages Oriehted 
parallel to the first main axis andaliim ed with one another along a first passage axis: 
a one piece molded accessory adapter including a generally flat base having a bottom/side 
10 for affixing to the accessor y object and at op side having a plurality of raised regions 

formed thereon at spaced-apart locations dis posed along a second main axis, the 
raised regions havfhg slots formed therein defining a second plurality of passages 
oriented parallel 10 the secondmam axis and aligned with one another along aaecond 
passage axis, the s pacing between the locations of the raised regions of the adapters 
15 being dimensioned to po sition at leaftt one of the raised regions of rme of the adapters 

between at least two of the raised regions of the other adapter when the adapters are 
placed in operational alignment with their respective top, sides, together and tire with 
the first and second passage axes aliened with one another, 
a discrete locking member having a leading end and ft ftaiting end and being ^W&ty 
20 insertable leading-end-first through the passages on the raised regions ofbothoffte 

adapters when ttfr ffoflt?™ nm in nprtntinn*} AtiftnTnfim: 
wherein insertion of the locking memb er through the passages on the raised regions of both 
of the adapters when the adapters in operational alignment interlocks th e accessory 
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Appl. No. 10>626>897 

Amendment add fcesptinSe dated June o, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of March 3. 2005; 

object to the suhs^fe object- and withdrawal of flie locking member from fee 
25 passages releaWuSe accessory object from the sob$trate object; 

ifrhe ^ i fratl^ 

material using infection molding: afld 
wherein the respective bases of the substrate and accessory adapters do not extend beneath 

the respective raised areas of each adapter. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The i m e f l o cking attaching sys t em of claim l t farther 
comprising: An interlocking attachin g system for removably seeming an accessory object to a 
substrate obfect. the system comprising: 

a one piece molded substrate adapter in ^fadiup a peneiraiiv flat base havmg a bottom aide for 
5 affixing to the substrate object and a top side having a plurality of raised leeidns 

formed thereon at spaced apart locatio ns disposed along a first main ax is. theraised 
re gions having slots formed merahi d efining a fiM plurality of passages oriented 
parallel to the first mam axis and aligned with one another along a first nassaee axis: 
a one piece mo lded accessory adapter including a generally flat base having a tottam side 
10 for affixing to the accessory obieet and atop side having a plurality of raisednadons 

formed thereon at spaced-apart locations disposed alone a sccftnd main axis, the 
raised regions having.slotfi formed therein defining a second ..plurality of passages 
orientedparallel to the secon d main axis ami aligned with one another along a second 
passage axis, m e spacing between the locations of the raised regions of the adapters 
15 bein gdimensi oned to position at least one of me rated regions of tine of the adapters 

between at lea st two of the raised regions »fre ftthftf flflflrftr th » MgplSSJIS 
placed in operational alignment wi th their respective ton sides together and the\vith 
the first and second passage axes aliened with one another; 
a discrete locking member having a leading end and a trailing end and being removably 
20 ; inseitahle leadtnc-erid^first through the Passages On the raised regions of bothof the 

»fopt*rft whe n the adapters ate in operatiginfll ^ipwnent: 
wherein insertion of the lo cking member through the passages on theraised regions of both 
of the adapters when the adapters in operational ab pranemt interlocks the accessory 
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Amendment and Response dated June 6, 20C6 
Reply to Office Actkm of March 3, 2005 

object to the substrate object, arid withdrawal of the locking meriiber frbrtt the 
25 passages rele ases the accessory object from the stibstrate object: 

a first component of a latching mechani stfv for releasably securing the locking member in a 
predetermined position of engagement with the accessory adapter disposed on the 
accessoiy adapter, 

a second component of the latching mechanism disposed oil the locking member; affd 
30 wherein the first and second components of the latching mechanism are operably engaged 

when the locking member is fully inserted into the accessory adapter. 

Claim 9 (original): The interlocking attaching system of claim 8, wherein at least one first 
component of a latching mechanism is disposed at each end of the accessory adapter such that the 
second component of the latching mechanism on the locking member is operably engaged to one of 
the at least one first components when the locking member is fully inserted into the accessory 
5 adapter from either direction. 

Claims 10-13 (cancelled) 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The in t erlocking attaching system of claim i3, M 

interlocking attaching system for removably securing an accessory object to a substrate ofrieqt the 
system comprising: 

5 a substrate ada pter including a base having a bottom side for affixing to the substrate Object 

and a ton side having at least one loop column formed thereon each loon column 
including a plurality of loons disposed at spaced apart locations along a column axis 

and oriental &ft ft* to define ft common parage foreftiwgfo 

an accessory a dapter including a base having a bottom side for affixing to the acftftsbry 
10 object and a too side havin g at least one loop column formed thereon, each toOP 

column includi ng a pliitalitv of loons disposed at spaced apart locations along a 
column axis and oriented so as to defi n? ? c^imon passage therethrough: 

a discrete locking member that is removably in sertable thfonph the qomrrion passages of both 
of the adapters: 
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15 wherein the spacing betWcai the lores of the adapters are ditrteflsioned to position M JsaSfc 

one of the lo ops of ;e*ch loo p column of one of the adapters between at le^t ^ Of 
the loops of ea ch cdrreaoondiny loon column of the other adapter when the adulters 
are placed in otteratiotial alignment With their respective tOP Sides together atyfl W*ih 
the common passages of the coiresponding loop columns aligned; and 

20 wherein insertion of the locking member into the common passages of the rsgiffitive 

adapters when the adapters are in bp eratioitial alignment interlocks the accessory 
object to the substrate object, and withdrawal of the lockin g member faotri the 
common passages releases the accessory object from ihe substrate object; and . 
wherein at least one of the substrate adapter and the accessory adapter has at least two loop 

25 columns formed thereon, the column axes of the loop columns being oriented parallel 

to one another. 

Claim 15 (original): The interlocking attaching system of claim 14, wherein at least dfte of 
the substrate adapter and the accessory adapter has at least four loop columns formed thereon, the 
column axes of the loop columns being oriented parallel to one another. 

Claim 16 (cancelled) 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The interlocking attaching system of elaim 13 clairti 14. 
wherein the substrate adapter interlocks with an accessory adaptor having a different number of loop 
columns. 

Claims 18 - 24 (cancelled) 

Claim 25 (new): The interlocking attaching system of claim 14, further comprising: 

a first component of a latching mechanism for releasably securing the locking member in a 

predetermined position of engagement with the accessory adapter disposed on the 

accessory adapter, 

5 a second component of the latching mechanism disposed on the locking member; and 
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wherein the first and second components of the latching mechanism are operably engaged 
when the locking member is fully inserted into the accessory adapter. 

Claim 26 (new): The interlocking attaching system of claim 25, wherein at least one first 
• component of a latching mechanism is disposed at each end of the accessory adapter such that the 
. second component of the latching mechanism on the locking member is operably engaged to one of 
the at least one first components when the locking member is fully inserted into the accessory 
5 adapter from either direction. 
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